
Our Franciscan Life 
Vol. 21  No. 4                  Our Lady of Consolation Fraternity Newsletter                         April 2021 

 
 

St. Anthony Says . . . 
“Earth has four characteristics: it is unclean, it is 
unsatisfiable, it is opaque and it crumbles away.  
Someone who is ‘without earth,’ the love of 
earthly things, is free from the uncleanness of 
lust, from insatiable avarice, from the blindness 
of wrath and envy, and from unreliability and 
inconstancy: such a person assuredly will 
sanctify Christ in his heart, like a humble servant 
and a true Christian.  Let us pour out our prayers 
to Jesus Christ himself: that he will give us the 
ability to leave everything and run with the 
Apostles; and to sanctify him in our hearts, that 
we may thereby be able to attain to him who is 
the Holy of Holies.” 
 
Fraternity Schedule 
APRIL 
2 – GOOD FRIDAY 
4 – EASTER 
11 – DIVINE MERCY 
11 – COUNCIL MEETING, 2:00, FRH, PL  
18 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer – Steve Meeting in person & Zoom  
        Welcoming Ceremony - Wendy 
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 28) – Paula 
   
MAY 
9 – MOTHER’S DAY 
13 - ASCENSION  
16 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PRIOR LAKE 
        Prayer – Wendy  
      Ongoing Formation (chapt 29) – Amy & Peter 
       Treats – Mary 
23 – PENTECOST 
31 – MEMORIAL DAY 
 
JUNE 
4-6 -  REGIONAL MINISTERS MTG,  
           Christ the King Retreat Center, Buffalo, MN  
7 – COUNCIL MEETING, 1:00, FRH, PL  
11 – SACRED HEART OF JESUS 
12 – IMMACULATE HEART OF MARY 
13 – OFS MEETING, 3:00, FRH, PL  
        Prayer – Wendy   
        Ongoing Formation (chapt 30) –  
20 – FATHER’S DAY 

 

Franciscan of the Month              
On April 27 we celebrate the feast of Saint Zita 
of Lucca (1218-1278), who was born when 
Saint Francis, our founder, was still living.  Born 
to a poor family, Zita worked from age 12 to her 
death as a servant for the Fatinelli family in 
Lucca.  A hard worker, she also became famous 
for helping the sick, poor and imprisoned.  She 
was regarded locally as a saint shortly after her 
death.  She was canonized in 1696.  Zita is the 
patroness of domestic workers. 
 
Calendar Updates 
You will receive a Zoom meeting invitation this 
Friday for our Sunday April 18 meeting at 3 pm.  
It will also be our first in person meeting for 
those wishing to attend -- with masks and social 
distancing -- at the retreat house in the Marian 
lounge. 
 
The retreat house will host a garden party on the 
afternoon of July 18 which is the farewell send 
off for departing retreat house director Brother 
Bob Roddy.  Our fraternity will assist with 
registration and possibly with serving 
refreshments, which may be possible by then.  
Masking and social distancing will be practiced 
at this event.  July 18 would have been our 
monthly meeting date, so our work at the garden 
party will be our July event instead of a fraternity 
meeting. 
 
Blooming 
plants and flowers in April remind us of the many 
worldly gifts that God has given us.  Just 
compare our living standard with that of the 
majority of people on the globe or of those in our 
families just two generations ago who suffered 
through the Great Depression.  God has blessed 
us with great abundance!  Gratitude is the proper 
response, so reflect on that virtue when you see 
a new plant popping out of the ground this 
month.                 Dr. Steven Schier, OFS 
                     

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 

        
 
         March Fraternity Meeting Report    

 

A meeting summary has been sent to all fraternity members who were not able to join 
us for our March meeting. We are planning that our gathering on April 18 will be a 
hybrid meeting, allowing both in person and Zoom participation. Watch for details 
closer to the meeting date. We will be celebrating the Rite of Welcoming for Sue 
Sadah and Carol Swenson. If you have the ritual book, please bring it so you 
can join in this joyous occasion. Our ongoing formation will be from To Live as 
Francis Lived, chapter 28 on the Liturgy of the Hours. Steve Schier will lead us in 
prayer. 
 
 Fratelli Tutti: Chapter Three: Envisaging and Engendering an Open World  
People are made for love and we need a network of relationships to thrive. Love calls us to 
seek what is best for others. “Social friendship” is a love capable of transcending borders, 
calling us to acknowledge the worth of every human person. We need to step out of our 
comfort zones to embrace others: strangers, visitors, and outsiders.  
Pope Francis tells us that a society where people are valued according to their contribution to the 
economy, often controlled by the wealthy, leads to a radical individualism. We are called instead to 
solidarity, which means working for the common good, ensuring human rights for all. He speaks of 
an inner moral goodness that orients us to the good of others. The ownership of private property 
may not supersede the right of all peoples to have the basic necessities of life and to preserve our 
planet for future generations. Business must be directed toward helping all people find meaningful 
work to support themselves and all countries must cooperate to help developing nations. 
 
Chapter Four: A Heart Open to the Whole World 
Pope Francis pays special attention to the challenge of immigration. Nations must work 
together toward mid-and long-term policies that will make migration unnecessary. However, 
sometimes that is not possible. In that case people must be welcomed, protected, promoted, 
and integrated into countries that can support them. Migrants should have a pathway to 
citizenship, bringing their cultural gifts to enrich their host countries.  
Pope Francis lists fifteen practices that will improve the lives of immigrants fleeing grave 
humanitarian crises. Poverty, illiteracy and disease in one part of the planet will affect all people of 
the earth. There needs to be a balance between acting globally and paying attention to local needs. 
He does not downplay the challenges inherent in dealing with the problem of immigration, nor does 
he let us off the hook. We must avoid “local narcissism,” realizing that “other cultures aren’t enemies 
from which we need to protect ourselves,” but a reflection of the richness of the worldwide human 
family. We can be enriched in our engagement with others if we cultivate love for each other rather 
than hate and fear.  
 
Pope Francis’s extended reflection on the parable of the Good 
Samaritan continues to be the backdrop for this encyclical.                       
WHO IS OUR NEIGHBOR? 
 
Mary Higgins, secretary/JPIC 
 


